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WATER NIGHT

for S.A.T.B. Chorus, a cappella
Music by
Eric Whitacre

Original Spanish text by
Octavio Paz
Translation by
Muriel Rukeyser

Adagio, sempre legato

A 1 . S P. _
EE== o — — — i :
[y ' I [ — T 4 J '
Night with the  eyes of a horse that trem -  bles
p | A P . L
Y T L IA I T T T = 1 1 N Il Il |
W .1 b 1 VT = 3 | Il | } I { | { 1 . )]
- r ] i [ 1 1 ]
D) | —
Night with the  eyes of a  horse that trem - bles___
A g T P‘ ]
N Y 0 5 I [ I 1 { R | 1 T T 1 ]| I'
A\SY | S 3 I | Il 1 ! Il | I ! y I 1
Night with the  eyes of a  horse that trem -  bles
B P
4 oz ] ®o £ ] r ] ®- r ] o ]
raY T I I/ I I Il T ] | 1 Y S | I e |
Je 1T D0 b = 3 il It | T I I L] 17 B I =
2z b 1 VT I I o '] T | EO— | 1l ¥ 1 T = |
vV ‘II’" L= 3 1 1 |
Night with the  eyes of a horse that trem -  bles
Adagio, sempre legato
) |4 L
s — < 7 =
[ fan} LA 7 =Y T et P ¥ ) Y )
ANSV4 v = 3 [ aali] 1 T 53 1
Piano dp ; Lonly P ‘ i)
or renearsal onty : .
i £ ¢ &£ £ % £ < < &
btP gt — t — ok ¥ E f
A [ @ s
(#ﬂgi’;@q“ 8- — K T T — + ————T } ]
T# 1 | 13 1 Il | I |
A\NV e | | 1 I I 17 l; 1
P3) ' T T @ [ e
in the night, night with eyes  of wa- ter in the field_ a - sleep s
¥ o R : |
\J TD b | I T T I T ]
£ B VT 1 1 T 1 1 I T 1 1 | it |
/s vV 0 5 =i [#] i 1 i A I T Il I T { N O ¢ T ] L4 T |-
A\SVJ L O 1 T ]\f 1 1 1 I Bl 1 T .I .l
D) ¥ ¢ ¥ @ v T ¥ e T e
in the night, night with eyes  of wa- ter in the field a - sleep. is—
A | pmemen e | | | | ]
o) [ o I I I [ 1 I T Il I 1 | [ | | I Py & ]
A - — — R | .L;‘j = i ; ]
\%\\1 it I I I iﬁ r ! f
in the night, night with eyes_ of _  wa- ter in the field a - sleep s
7 e o £ o — | B —+ i S5 e T )
e 1T 0 5 I Il I T T T [ 5 1 I | T 1
-1 VT I T T T g & & & ] & =i P 1 ]
U V. 1F lr],\ 1 T i i i (s 1 |
in the night, night with eyes  of wa- ter in the field a - sleep is
’f\(\ Lgll i‘! 18 /.4 »:a T N T T i t '[ f 1 1 1 T ]
[ fanY L v I Y 17} 7 T 1y T T 1 ¢
ANV o il & [§] T 1 1o 1o
D] I ! ¥ 3 3 ¥ § ¢ v @ l’ r f
@ % 8 -j 1 L l(—lg::l&::q::
o —— ; = ¢ e .
1 2 o e ® » o » o . P
” [ Yo I I ] [ I I I

Text Copyright © 1959 by Octavio Paz and Muriel Rukeyser.

Reprinted by permission of Octavio Paz.

This arrangement Copyright © 1996 Walton Music Corp.
International Copyright Secured Made in U.S.A.

www.waltonmusic.com
All Rights Reserved



ke M=o H=ga uul kL
il i [
St S
] 1 3 L
2. - I
7. b e
e .S TR & TTEe 3 TEe 3 HT \nel
- >
1 11 -
‘AJ. @ M .« Vis
Em o T K= k= N
T .2 .2 Y37 VI
S I N H
|1A|; rluA 1] LLEN IR\
g ) g s W
T = T s TN s T 2
i i i i
L] = L1 & ) S 11 = L
g ™ 2 q. g E
L4 b= P = L = 4 = Pai
£ = = ¥ = -
(5] 5] (5] o
Hal 2 He 2 H 2 Tl £ Mo ey
o Q o o o =
L = L1 K=} EHER = A =
T7T% < e « Q| «© ruu < TTTe®™ Lu}
A b AR 5 : - S|
R 2 mh e TN 2 MY e B
HERN (] L Q L (5] L (5]
] = = St
TN 3 Hd 2 1Nl 2 Wl 3 HHS IH
> Py > >
e £ .1Lw B R E XY T PR
- | |t [ | 1
|.nv.? BN i lb,hv L] B e kS
K K K KT ges [
T T e THas i gty
N N P e
N TN N @) Her [
/ —— S —

O

(8 )

of

Eyes

ter
) sub. f

wa

se cret

of ___

eyes__

LB 9 2 =Y
4

.
ANV
)

of

Eyes

ter

wa

of se cret

eyes

sub. f

[ ]

L

|/
L= 3

ter

wa

of se cret

eyes

Ja
L2 3

=0 W
7]

V.

Eyes

ter

wa

of se cret

eyes

[ - TRER
oog) i)
oee] D
P Samal
Wuxll
e
e (@
=g S=pul
S1:N H
put. N B
L e
—H
H LN
d lm olo|




mp

ﬁ_I‘l] BEEE
e o B b
n i-ﬂ i N d
Y E e § s /
(4 o1 nE
g ﬂ g S e g
T w lng ﬂ ﬂc TR w
1T = U = - T & ¥
ih R i 5 W s 4
p 72 17,3
SN 2 m;lu o o
(5] Qo
Uik 2 sl 9
® 2 S| S ; &l
L L i
AN 5 W 5 Ch
I «
Jf NVHV i N
1l &8 S| 8 z 2
1 1 'w ‘III ..m B }Ill
oo [+ « n“u
A 5 | £ -
2 S
H 5 . o LB L B | |
2 Wl 2
’ CE O o e
KN e [N
LN LN o
i~ R e~ I lkvn
A o h T4 HE
N S
m\ <X ® m\vb N o mh
= / e~ —

|

g VvV U 1
A\SV ]

[ 4
of

P
ter

wa -

T
dream

i- tude,

sol

and

Si - lence

]
Th;

hH
"

|
H

&

ter

>

L p 2 ™Y

A\NV}

i- tude,

sol

and

Si - lence

dream wa -

of

eyes

|
7

s v 0 1

\Svj

i- tude,

sol

and

Si - lence

of dream - wa - ter

eyes

— O

o _____©

ter

T
b

2o 110,

i- tude,

and sol

Si - lence”

B

of  dream wa -

eyes

®
e
TS
B e
@l
1
A&t Lm,nnv
lmh :mhv
N Md o

¥ 7

T




M

m M
% 73 73 &
g g ol ¢ g G
w e 1l 8 1Y © 7
L L L L
— e L) St
F 3 e 3 el 3 3 M e
> > > >
TN S e £ o= £ T
= E = =
e < g ML -2 -z TS
i = L = U = L =
M -Ilunm m ! - lud@
i 5
g g
M m T m T
2 <4
ol = T < aml
E [N E
ﬁ " !
o | L — o @l - ) Jﬂll
ﬂvl & e s ] b i
e =2 e 2 T
= =
ﬁ . % '
o Tl = w1 = HH
_! 1 0 —V 0
i YIS Y )
3 &
LN - N |{a
4 _Len] N BE.N hmhv unh
EE K e L4 TR HPW
— - — 4 —H | K
LN HEN HEN WL el EEN
> D = 1 A
NG < S A, e ﬂ/
L' / R e

night

eyes

If you o - pen your

those wa - ters

in

drink

|1
T2 5
VT

2%
v

eyes night_

If you o - pen your

wa ters

those

in

drink

=

@) %0

)

ofefe el

(5]

i 5

PLLL (9]

Bt

=

Biti

=

o @] m..

_! Ll

@ [e]

Wl =

| o

.4 >

Sl =
i 2

w)

[N VERE

SLEIE

Q

172]

i o

5

i £

Y]

E

11 $mt

°
LEN |
THH
THa
>

NG

T
K
ﬁl
~Q
L]
ol
Se
Nt
(\NEEE
R
Q]
[ BN
Qi
NN
N
4
1
N
-n/

night

eyes

—4
: )

If you o - pen your

wa ters

those

in

drink

e
T
I
1
T

e S |




- 1!1 _
h L B o ‘l
] —m ﬂ =
Gt - Gt D I
© S} 5 . - 5 o
g o g
4 Q [} ' '
| o <]
\ 0 0
£ 5 2 a3 Lj
s s
e g 2
Q Q
1 1
\. Ul ;
7] [72]
) Vd )
™ S =
(5] (2]
4
i li T € M S
' _
R R ~ )
> £ \lY| 2 3
[ = 0 5 g g
| g L1 g L L]
Yt
H 5] s ®w ! 5 % |
&
s 1w £ Ml :
5, —+ 9] 9] o)
s) o] = o ks
L o L] b= il o S
. ,&v 2 | a .. 2 ARgEs 2
|| | 15 Q 1 (9] ® o ik
o by =% jv . =%
ﬂ' # L ' & ) ) —
(o] T [e] .-iu— o L JL e 'Y
(19 { Lo .
o L eh] EI.N N g HEN
e T} 1H I W Th
— — . . 4+ [
E.N HE.N .IIJV LEN A LN
ol
< < b N
O] s Jm T o
\ L
—— e

[ £an WL ) 0 Y

night

the

pens flow-ing from the cen- ter of

ter

wa

el
]
1/

[
T
v

night

the

flow-ing from the cen- ter of

pens

ter

wa

Yt
{ | o
8
;
<
B1 B
(]
T; S
G
HE ©
=
1 (=}
=]
;
1))
]
-
KN
™
N
Lo

night

the

of

o - pens flow-ing from the cen - ter

night

the

of

o- pens flow-ing from the cen - ter

il
L §

M o]
L i ol
Il ol
J L YARE
] m [y i
o
| i) el
|
g )
(]
= u
HEH 5 @ le fcr | |
m @l
ko] L
)
)
1.2 q
~
7 £ {eh
At ] L]
D.l { L
-t {
N [Len] WL
vl




mp
£ T |
P T 1
| |
& [ J
And if
m,
Al P
17 5 {3 3 & 1 |/ 1 1 T T T
p .4 B VT A0 ) y 2 T T |l I 1 1 i I
i b H K PY 1 T T
VX . | ! | I
J & [ 4 ¥ 1
And if you close your eyes, a riv - er, a si- lent and beau- ti - ful
fa) [ mp —3— ——3—
e e = e " ——
A\ —A—=< T T T } T 12— 1 T i Tt i i T 1 T
' ! ! | I [ | [ | I I [ J
And if you close your eyes, a riv - er, a si- lent and beau- ti - ful
mp 3/ ——3—
. g o e e e : |
0 | | £ | ] T 1 T LE 2" T
e e e s S e
U | b L= 3 X | 3 1 ! 1 % I 1 r-
And if you close your eyes, a riv - er, a si- lent and beau- ti - ful
g 3
A1 | | | [ | |
o b——6—» T T %% ¢——= 2
. : =
L ’ f [ - I [ ]
mp
g o £ & £ f s 5 | & 8 B 3
e} 1 T ¥ £ 1 T T T 1 I/
0 |b|7 ‘L"L :'; ? 3 T T I 1 T z 4?_—‘ £ - i 4F t
v N T
by emeagee
A i ——
|
— ;
e g <
ANV Ld 1 T =) Il Il 1 L) | T
) | | ' ' | 1 |
cur - rent, fills you from with - in, flows  for - ward,
A 1 | | —
Y A I 7 1 1 T T T T ]
:@iﬁzﬁ" 7 f F— prm— ——+ |
2 I 1 1 1 1 T la T s 1 PR
J T4 4 3 4 s '
@ @ Seisa
———— . )
cur - rent, fills__ you__ from_ with - in, flows for - ward,
A | 1 5 T T >1
e - E——o = of o — ————
ANV J | 1 1 1 - ) B (ML 1 1 1 ]
' ' ~— — I | I f
cur - rent, fills__ you_ from_ with - in, flows for - ward,
—
B Demrrm I 1@_‘:‘!:“#“95—3 ] =
2% L] 2 1 | S T =}
¥ 1Y | T I 1 1 | A 1 s |
B V- [ T T 1 T
cur - rent, fills_ you from with - in, flows for - ward,
H | | | — | | |
B T T ® [ (2
- -2 g
S— : —£




| BEEE “-I
L 8 T g 8 o] 2 W
a A A 2
Y TN 5} ) Q| 1) g(l
< = = =1
1] i 1 1
o i - o
Q mE (5] (5] [0}
iny: ™ 2 g e po
Ml 2 HiN 2 ER -l
w2 w2 wl l7e]
&b ) 80 &0
| HEG ™ .= £ @ g o ||
bt S b B
RS RS kS RS
= = = =
& STy e o il e il
Z Uil =z Z L1 Z
W
= =
o nw (=) 8 o g oo
> = > B
- 2] L1 %) %] | ] %2}
TTe| = R = & T =
15} 5} 5} °
' ) . )
UL L. 1Y 1 x i
NI & i B ¥ i N
- o o ke
HEEN L L
ko) o
3 3
=2 =
I
|| q
mwx = ES L !
1 1
bt St b= bt
2 & i) )
1N N -
TTH T H|
A 1K u
L. - lmkv
» » N ol oo
J DL e o
e

soul

your

in

beach - es

[0 ]

[§ )

soul

your

in

beach - es

—

4

[ £an WL 7 0 =Y
A\

soul

your

in

beach - es

I
12y
|

s T [,

soul

your

in

beach - es

==

e |
[

h
N U4
| [

i
R
N
Ml
&

I PT
L )

raY)




PROGRAM NOTES

The poetry of Octavio Paz is a composer’s dream. The music seems to
set itself (without the usual struggle that invariably accompanies this
task) and the process feels more like cleaning the oils from an ancient
canvas to reveal the hidden music than composing. Water Night was no
exception, and the tight harmonies and patient unfolding seemed to
pour from the poetry from the first reading, singing its magic even
after the English translation. Water Night is simply the natural musical
expression of this beautiful poem, and is dedicated with my greatest
sincerity to my friend and confidant Dr. Bruce Mayhall.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE NOTE

In all three or four-part women’s or men’s divisi sections, there should
be a division of voices resulting in a balanced sound.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Born in 1970, Eric Whitacre is an accomplished composer, conductor,
and clinician, and has received performances of his choral and
instrumental works throughout the United States, Canada and Japan.



AGUA NOCTURNA

Le noche de ojos de caballo que tiemblan en la noche,
la noche de ojos de agua en el campo dormido,

estd en tus ojos de caballo que tiembla,

estd en tus ojos de agua secreta.

Ojos de agua de sombra,
ojos de agua de pozo,
ojos de agua de suefio.

El silencio y la soledad,

como dos pequefios animales a quienes guia la luna,
behen en esos ojos,

behen en esas aguas.

Si abres los ojos,

se abre la noche de puertas de musgo,
se abre el reino secreto del agua

que mana del centro de la noche.

Y si los cierras,

un riote inuda por dentro,
avanza, te hare oscura:

la noche moja riberas en tu alma

Octavio Paz
(adapted by Eric Whitacre)

WATER NIGHT

Night with the eyes of a horse that trembles in the night,
night with eyes of water in the field asleep

is in your eyes, a horse that trembles,

is in your eyes of secret water.

Eyes of shadow-water,
eyes of well-water,
eyes of dream-water.

Silence and solitude,

two little animals moon-led,
drink in your eyes,

drink in those waters.

If you open your eyes,

night opens, doors of musk,

the secret kingdom of the water opens
Sflowing from the center of night.

And if you close your eyes,

a river fills you from within,

Jlows forward, darkens you:

night brings its wetness to beaches in your soul.

(translation: Muriel Rukeyser)
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